MEAT HYGIENE SECTION

TRADER NOTICE REF. No: MHS 3/2007

TO: THE MANAGEMENT AT EACH MEAT SLAUGHTER AND PROCESSING ESTABLISHMENT
Following the confirmation of an outbreak of Foot and Mouth Disease in the United Kingdom (UK), Commission Decision 2007/552/EC 

(http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/oj/2007/l_206/l_20620070807en00100021.pdf) 

sets out the rules for movement of animals and products of animal origin from the UK. The main provisions of this Commission Decision are set out in Annex 1.

Advice to Food Business Operators

The operators of all food businesses (including processing establishments, cold stores and depots) must ensure, through systematic checks, that they only accept into their premises live animals and products of animal origin that comply with the Commission Decision 2007/552/EC.

Live Animals from Northern Ireland

The requirement for 72 hours advance notification will apply from Monday 13th August 2007. On Thursday 9th and Friday 10th August, at least 24 hours advance notification must be given. The documentation accompanying each consignment of animals from Northern Ireland should be checked, before unloading, to determine that the accompanying certification is in order. Any consignment without the appropriate certification must be held pending the arrival of the appropriate certification.

If this certification is not forthcoming, the animals must be detained pending the decision of the Veterinary Office (VO) - who will contact Department HQ. Please note however, that animals for which no certification is forthcoming will ultimately be slaughtered and disposed of by rendering. 

It would be of assistance if each Food Business Operator at a lairage would keep the VO fully informed of any intended movements of live animals from Northern Ireland. 

Meat, Meat Preparations and Meat Products

Food Business Operators should determine if they have meat or meat products in storage that originated in the United Kingdom between 15th July 2007 and 4th August 2007. If so they should detain the product and inform the Veterinary Office of the volume and type of the meat. If possible they should include the intended destination of the meat. 
In relation to fresh meat from Great Britain that was manufactured prior to 15th July 2007 and that is currently in storage at DAF-approved coldstores etc, such meat has no restrictions placed on it. 

Irish Meat and Meat Products Transiting the United Kingdom. 

Currently, in relation to meat consigned from Ireland that is transiting the United Kingdom, it is advisable that each container be sealed with a commercial seal and the seal number be recorded on the accompanying commercial document. This will facilitate the checks made both in the UK (at point of leaving) and in other EU Member States (at their point of entry) to determine the origin and eligibility of the meat/meat products. 

It should be noted that the off-loading of part of a consignment in the United Kingdom and then continuing with the remainder to another Member State may create difficulties at ports of exit from the UK or ports of entry into Continental Europe.

Health Marking

If carcase meat is being transited through UK, it is important that each part carcase is clearly marked with the health mark of the slaughter plant, in order that the meat can be clearly identified as being of Irish origin.

Certification 

Since confirmation of the outbreak in the UK, and the provisions that have been put in place regarding UK products, there has been continued trading in the Republic of Ireland. Please note however that there may be implications for certification of products of animal origin, depending on certificate requirements of Third Countries, loss of OIE status by GB/UK etc. For example, pork derived from pigs originating from Northern Ireland may not be eligible for export to Japan.

In the event of any queries in regard to this notice, please contact the undersigned at 

Paul.McKiernan@agriculture.gov.ie

Paul McKiernan 

Meat Hygiene

Department of Agriculture and Food

Grattan Business Park

Portlaoise

8th August 2007

Attached   Annex 1 –   Provisions on Commission Decision 2007/552/EC concerning interim protection measures  with regard to foot and moth in the United Kingdom.
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The Commission Decision makes a distinction between Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

Live Animals 

Great Britain

No live animals of the bovine, ovine, caprine and porcine species and other biungulates (e.g. deer) may be dispatched from Great Britain.

Northern Ireland 

Live animals of the bovine, ovine, caprine and porcine species and other biungulates (e.g. deer) may be dispatched from Northern Ireland subject to:

1. three (3) days advance notification being given to the central and local veterinary authorities in the Republic of Ireland from the Competent Authority in Northern Ireland. The advance notification to the VO should be in written format and kept for record purpose; and 

2. health certification accompanying the animals that shall bear the following words:

“Live biungulates conforming to Commission Decision 2007/552/EC of 6 August 2007 concerning interim protection measures with regard to foot-and-mouth disease in the United Kingdom”.
Fresh Meat, Minced Meat, Meat Preparations and Mechanically Separated Meat

Great Britain shall not dispatch the following: 

- Meat ( i.e., “fresh meat”,  “minced meat",   "mechanically separated meat" &  “meat preparations” as defined in paragraph 1 of Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004)

of the bovine, ovine, caprine and porcine species and other biungulates coming from

or obtained from animals originating in Great Britain. 

However fresh meat, minced meat, mechanically separated meat and meat preparations obtained in GB before 15 July 2007 can be exported to EU Member States provided the meat has been identified, stored and transported separately from ineligible meat.  Fresh meat from GB cutting plants can be exported if obtained before 15 July 2007. In all cases, the meat must be certified and the certificate shall bear the following words

“Meat conforming to Commission Decision 2007/552/EC of 6 August 2007 concerning interim protection measures with regard to foot-and-mouth disease in the United Kingdom”.

Northern Ireland

Fresh meat may be dispatched from Northern Ireland to Ireland but shall be accompanied by a certificate from an official veterinarian. The certificate shall bear the following words:

“Meat conforming to Commission Decision 2007/552/EC of 6 August 2007 concerning interim protection measures with regard to foot-and-mouth disease in the United Kingdom”.

Meat Products

Great Britain and Northern Ireland 

Subject to the following criteria being met, meat products, including treated stomachs, bladders and intestines from UK may be dispatched to other Member States: 
· They shall be accompanied by an official certificate   bearing the following words:
“Meat / “Meat products, including treated stomachs, bladders and intestines conforming to Commission Decision 2007/552/EC of 6 August 2007 concerning interim protection measures with regard to foot-and-mouth disease in the United Kingdom”. 

or 

· Meat products, including treated stomachs, bladders and intestines may also be accompanied by a commercial document (CD) in place of a health certificate provided that that CD is endorsed by the attachment of a copy of an official certificate stating that:

“the production process has been audited and found in compliance with the appropriate requirements in Community legislation and suitable to destroy the foot-and-mouth disease virus or that the products concerned have been produced from pre-processed materials which had been certified accordingly, and provisions are in place to avoid possible re-contamination with the foot-and-mouth disease virus after treatment.”

Such verifying certification of the production process shall bear a reference to this Decision, shall be valid for 30 days, shall state the expiry date and shall be renewable after inspection of the establishment.

or 
· Meat products, including treated stomachs, bladders and intestines, which have undergone at least one of the relevant treatments laid down for foot-and-mouth disease in Part 1 of Annex III to Directive 2002/99/EC in hermetically sealed containers so as to ensure that they are shelf stable, can be accompanied by a commercial document stating the heat treatment applied.

