Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 04/2008

                                              (Ref: SOP 4/2007 as amended)

To: All Bovine Meat Establishments

Subject: Modification of age limit for the removal of the vertebral column as specified risk material from bovine animals  

The European Commission has adopted Commission Regulation (EC) No. 357/2008 amending Annex V to Regulation (EC) No. 999/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down rules for the prevention, control and eradication of certain transmissible spongiform encephalopathies, on 22nd April 2008, and has published it in the Official Journal on 23rd April 2008. The text of the regulation may be seen in the hyperlink below. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=OJ:L:2008:111:0003:0004:EN:PDF
This Regulation enters into force on the 26th of April 2008.

The effect of this Regulation is to modify the age limit for the removal of the vertebral column as specified risk material from bovine animals from 24 to 30 months.

Food business operators in bovine establishments should amend their Standard Operating Procedures accordingly.
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