Trader Notice     MH 10/08

Extension of Blue Tongue Restriction Zone to all of Great Britain
For the Attention of all Meat establishments

The whole of Great Britain (England, Scotland and Wales) is now a protection zone for Bluetongue (Scotland was added on 3 Nov as a result of commencement of vaccination there).

Under Regulation 1266/2007 (Article 8, paragraphs 4 and 5), animals for slaughter from Restricted Zones can only be exported from Great Britain if:

(a) no case of bluetongue has been recorded in the holding of origin for a period of at least 30 days prior to the date of dispatch;

(b) the animals are transported under official supervision directly to the slaughterhouse for slaughter within 24 hours of arrival at the slaughterhouse of destination;

(c) the competent authority at the place of dispatch notifies the intended movement of the animals to the competent authority of the place of destination at least 48 hours prior to the loading of the animals.

Notwithstanding paragraph (b), the competent authority of the place of destination may require, on the basis of a risk assessment, the competent authority of the place of origin to set up a channelling procedure for the transport of the animals referred to therein towards designated slaughterhouses. 

At the moment Ireland has not designated any plants to receive slaughter animals from Great Britain, (and neither has Northern Ireland). 

Therefore, at present, cattle or sheep may not be imported for slaughter into Ireland from Great Britain.  If ruminant animals from Great Britain are presented for slaughter at an Irish slaughterhouse, they should be detained and the District Veterinary Office and the headquarters of the Veterinary Public Health Inspection Service notified immediately.

This notice will be updated as matters develop in relation to the matter. 

David Waters

Meat Hygiene.

19th November 2008.

