Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 1/2010

To: All Food Business Operators at Approved Meat Establishments

 Subject: BSE testing of boneless beef being exported to the Russian Federation

The Russian Federal service on Veterinary and Phytosanitary control, Rosselkhoznadzor, has confirmed to the European Commission that, with effect from 1 February 2010, they will accept, from Ireland, boneless beef of cattle which underwent BSE testing if derived from animals slaughtered when over the age of 30 months.

This means, in effect, a continuation of the current BSE testing regime which applies for exports to the Russian Federation. The age-limit for BSE testing of beef intended for the Russian market will continue to be lower than the age-limit applying to beef going to EU destinations, which is 48 months at present.

This Department will, of course, continue to engage with the Russian authorities and seek to persuade them to raise the age-limit for BSE testing, in respect of boneless beef from Ireland, to 48 months.
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