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Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

   Trader Notice No. MH 15 /2009 

To all Cattle and Sheep slaughter establishments approved by Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. (DAFF) 

Scope

Reporting of TSE rapid test results at weekends and public holidays for BSE in cattle and TSE in sheep.

Procedure

As and from 13th November 2009 the following procedure will apply to the reporting of TSE rapid test results at weekends and on public holidays.

· Rapid Testing Laboratories (RTLs) will be asked to fax TSE rapid results to the relevant Food Business Operator (FBO) on Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays. 

· RTLs will also fax a copy of these results to the relevant Veterinary office at the slaughter premises as provided for in the existing protocol. 

· A text message will also be forwarded to the VI at weekends and on public holidays when the results are not all negative.
· The results on Saturdays, Sundays and public holidays must be checked by the Food Business Operator manager / owner or by a trained and designated member of staff.

· Only batches of carcasses for which there are negative results noted on the sampling form may be released for human consumption. 
· Results received on working days will continue to be faxed to the Veterinary Office only
Release of bovine, ovine and caprine carcasses at weekends and on public holidays

Carcases, meat and associated offal may only be released from detention if a legible negative result has been entered on the sampling form/s for all animals sampled the previous day and the sampling form has been signed, stamped and dated by the laboratory technician. The batch of carcases may only be processed/distributed when the health mark has been applied.

Offal and animal by-products from batches of carcases for which a negative result is recorded on the TSE report form received from the RTL may be released from detention (if not disposed of as Cat 1) and processed when the identification mark (where appropriate) has been applied by the Food Business Operator.

All category 3 animal by products may be released for dispatch when a negative result is received for a batch of carcases, if not already disposed of as Cat 1 material
In the event that a positive or inconclusive result has been entered against any tag number or if a result is missing for any tag number then the carcasses, meat and associated offal of all animals sampled on that day must be held in detention until the next working day when the OV and other DAFF staff are present at the establishment. 
Role of the FBO

The FBO must put in place a SOP for the receipt and examination of the TSE results at weekends and on bank holidays in consultation with the VI. The SOP must include at a minimum

1. Nomination of a designated and named member(s) of staff for the reading of TSE results

2. Training of the designated and named member(s) of staff in the SOP, with particular reference to the continued detention of carcases, meat, offal and ABP (if applicable) where there is a positive, negative or missing result

3. The designated and named member(s) of staff who reads the results 

a) must look at and initial each result sheet and the summary sheet. 
b) must initial each form to indicate they are all checked  
c) in the event that all results are negative the designated staff member must record the date and time carcases, meat, offal and ABP (if applicable) were released. 

d) in the event that that there is a positive, inconclusive or missing test result the designated staff member must record that they have arranged to detain carcases, meat, offal and ABP (if applicable) of all animals sampled on that day until there is DAFF presence on the next working day

4. Inform the Veterinary Inspector of the names of the designated person(s).

The OV or a delegated nominee will check all sample results received at weekends and on public holidays on the next working day and initial the documents. 

In the event that the OV or delegated nominee finds carcases, the associated meat/offal and ABPs (if applicable) were released when they should not have been, the FBO will be subject to suspension of slaughter of animals eligible for TSE testing on a day prior to a weekend or bank holiday, in addition to a suspension of plant activities pending an investigation of the matter,. It will be the responsibility of the FBO to undertake a withdrawal or recall of the released meat/offal and ABPs (if applicable) as necessary. 

In the event that sampling forms are not being signed and dated and the follow up action recorded the FBO must ensure that corrective action is taken to address this non-compliance.

Existing procedures must be followed for the disposal of all parts of animals with a positive, inconclusive or missing test result.

___________________

Paul McKiernan

Meat Hygiene Section

9th November 2009

