Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 11 /2010

To: All Food Business Operators at Approved Meat Establishments

Changes in Procedures for dealing with BSE positive carcasses.

Background
The Department has closed its cold store at Horse and Jockey and in future the relevant body parts of BSE positive carcasses will be incinerated at a facility in Stormont, Belfast, that is operated by the Veterinary Services Division of the Department of Agriculture & Rural Development Northern Ireland (DARDNI).

This will necessitate a number of changes in the procedures to be followed when a positive BSE result is obtained at a slaughter plant. The Department wishes to bring these matters to the attention of industry.

Main Changes

1. The most significant practical change is that DARDNI is only willing to accept a small quantity of spinal cord material with the carcase of each BSE-positive animal. This means that spinal cord material of all animals sampled for BSE will have to be batched (max. of 50 spinal cords in a batch) and only the batch containing the spinal cord of the BSE-positive animal may accompany the positive carcase to the incinerator.

Management at each slaughtering establishment is required to develop an SOP for the batching and identification of spinal cords from BSE-sampled animals. The official veterinarian must be satisfied that this SOP will ensure identification of the batch containing the spinal cord from a BSE positive animal.

2. A tamper-proof tag must be attached to all parts of the carcase being sent for incineration. This tag must correlate, on the commercial document, to both the carcase number and the BTE tag number of the BSE-positive animal.

Collection and Disposal of Body Parts 

The following parts of a BSE-positive carcase must be sent to the incinerator in Stormont:

· the carcase

· the batch of spinal cords (max of 50 cords) which includes the spinal cord of the BSE positive animal.

Role of the Department

A Department officer will liaise with the Department’s Suspect Collection Service.

The officer will ensure segregation of the carcase and batch of spinal cords pending arrival of the Collection Service, and will ensure that each of the parts of the BSE positive carcase has a tamperproof tag.

VPN 4/2010 “Changes in Procedures for dealing with BSE positive carcasses” refers, and has comprehensive procedural instructions for Department officers. A Department officer will sign the consignor declaration and ensure that the transporter completes the appropriate part of the commercial document.  

The Head of the BSE positive animal

The head of the BSE-positive animal should be retained in a chilled area for collection by staff from the local Regional Laboratory. A Department officer will complete the appropriate Animal By-Products commercial document. 

Role of the Slaughterhouse Operator

Other body parts of the BSE-positive animal (i.e  hide, feet, intestines, udder, blood, red offals, etc) and any batches in which they are contained must be sent as Category 1 material to one of the following two Category 1 rendering plants ONLY:,  
· Premier Proteins, Ballinasloe; or 

· Waterford Proteins, Waterford.

The carcase before and the two carcasses after the BSE-positive carcase must also be sent ONLY to one of the above two rendering plants.

BSE test “Inconclusive”

In this case, the BSE carcase and all its body parts must be treated in the same way as a BSE-positive case.

The carcase of the one animal before and the two animals after may be detained at the slaughterhouse pending a decision on whether the inconclusive was either positive or negative for BSE. Alternatively, these carcasses may be rendered as Category 1 material in either of the above two designated rendering plants.
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