Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 26/2010
To All Food Business Operators at Approved Meat Establishments

Subject:  Special labelling requirements of meat from bovine animals aged 12 months or under. 
Background

European Commission Regulation No. 566/2007 has laid down detailed rules for the application of Council Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 regarding   marketing of meat from bovine animals aged 12 months or under.
Scope

Commission Regulation (EC) No 566/2007 details the criteria for the special labelling requirements in relation to all meat derived from bovines aged 12 months or under. The range of this TN is impartial to all other EC labelling legislation.
Age categorisation and sales description.

Under Reg. EC No 1234/2007 all bovine animals who are aged 12 months or under on slaughter must be classified in one of two categories (V or Z) 

(a) Category V: bovines from birth to eight months.

     Category V meat is classified as “Veal” 

(b) Category Z: bovines from  eight to twelve months 
           Category Z meat is classified as “Rose Veal” 

The label should indicate category, sales description and age of animal on slaughter at every stage of production and marketing.

Example: 

V; Veal; age on slaughter: up to 8 months.

Or

Z; Rose Veal; age on slaughter:  8 to 12 months.

Indications of age and sales description to be presented on the same label at the time meat reaches the final consumer.
Examples of labels are attached in Annex 1. 

Role of DAFF staff

Compulsory Checks to be carried out at all stages of production to include the supervision of the age classification of bovine animals in the slaughterhouse and a record of these to be maintained.

Any non-compliance found must be recorded and corrective actions taken.

Role of the FBO

A written Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) must be provided by the food business operator (FBO) in consultation and agreement with the Official Veterinarian (OV) before slaughtering of bovine animals aged 12 months or under takes place at DAFF approved slaughter plants.

It must detail the systems and procedures in place to comply with the Regulations.
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Attached: Annex 1 – examples of labels

Annex 1. Examples of Labels

Label sample No 1

Example of a label for cut (boned) veal meat from bovine animals 

aged at slaughter 8 months or less.

                                   Veal Meat

	Category


	V            (from bovines aged 

                 8 months or less)      

	Sales description
	Veal



	Origin
	Ireland 



	Slaughtered in
	Ireland 001


	Batch/Reference No


	XXXXX

	Cut in


	Ireland 001



Label sample No 2

Example of a label for cut (boned) veal meat from bovine animals 

aged at slaughter 8 months to 12 months.

                                         Rose Veal Meat

	Category


	Z             (from bovines aged 8                             

                  months to 12 months)    



	Sales description


	Rose veal

	Origin
	Ireland 



	Slaughtered in
	Ireland 001


	Batch/Reference No


	XXXXX

	Cut in


	Ireland 001



Label sample No 3

Example of a label for cut (boned) veal meat from imported bovine 

animals aged at slaughter 8 months or less.

                                   Veal Meat

	Category


	V            (from bovines aged 

                 8 months or less) 

     

	Sales description
	Veal



	Born in
	United Kingdom 



	Reared in


	United Kingdom, Ireland

	Slaughtered in
	Ireland 001


	Batch/Reference No


	XXXXX

	Cut in


	Ireland 001



Label sample No 4

Example of a label for cut (boned) veal meat from imported bovine 

animals aged at slaughter from 8 months to 12 months.

                                        Rose Veal Meat

	Category


	Z             (from bovines aged 8                             

                  months to 12 months)      



	Sales description


	Rose veal

	Born in
	United Kingdom 



	Reared in


	United Kingdom, Ireland

	Slaughtered in
	Ireland 001


	Batch/Reference No


	XXXXX

	Cut in


	Ireland 001



