Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 01/2011
To: All Food Business Operators (FBOs) at Approved Meat Establishments

 Subject: Export of beef to Turkey
Background   

The Turkish veterinary authorities have agreed to conditions for the export of fresh/frozen bovine meat from Ireland to Turkey. They will accept carcase beef from animals aged less than 30 months, which have been tested for BSE with a negative result.

Scope 

The certificate applies to carcase beef under 30 months that meets the criteria set out in the Turkish certificate. All DAFF approved plants are eligible to trade with Turkey, subject to meeting the criteria. 

Ineligible Animals

· Animals over 30 months of age;
· Animals which have moved onto the final holding less than 40 days prior to slaughter;

·  Animals from holdings which are restricted due to TB, Brucellosis or any other restriction notified to the Official Veterinarian (OV).
Role of the Food Business Operator

If the FBO wishes to supply the Turkish market, they must advise the Veterinary Inspector in advance and draw up a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP), in consultation with the Veterinary Inspector (VI).  
The SOP must contain the criteria necessary for certification of the product for Turkey and include in particular:

· Agreement to notify the VI of the days and times of slaughter for Turkey

· FBO must ensure that the farmer Food Chain Information (FCI) declaration indicates that the vehicle on which the animals are transported has been cleansed and disinfected prior to loading. Animals from farms intended for the Turkish trade must be notified to DAFF staff at unloading point so appropriate verification checks on transporters may be carried out. The wording on the FCI should be agreed with the VI. 

· Separation of the animals in pens in such a way that they cannot be mixed with animals not intended for the Turkish trade. 

· All carcases to be detained pending BSE results. Please note that the costs for the BSE tests for this market must be borne by the FBO. 

· The Veterinary health Certificate must State the number of bovine carcasses or wholesale cuts of carcasses, from which the vertebral column is removed as well as the number where vertebral column is not removed. 
· At the point of dispatch, the meat must have the tag number and carcase number attached, and the name, address and approval number of the meat establishment. 
Additional information
We understand that there may be additional procedures required on the part of the Turkish importer, who will have to inform the Turkish Ministry for Agricultural that s/he wishes to import from Ireland. Part of these procedures may entail an inspection by a Turkish vet, whose costs will be borne by the Turkish importer.  It is up to the FBO to liaise with the Turkish importer in relation to these requirements.  
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