Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 16/2010

To:  Food Business Operators at Bovine Slaughtering Establishments Approved by the Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Food Chain Information (FCI) for Cattle

Background

Regulations (EC) 853/2004 and 854/2004 both introduced the concept of food chain information, which must accompany each consignment of animals being sent for slaughter.

Regulation (EC) 853/2004 requires that “Food Business Operators operating slaughterhouses must, as appropriate, request, receive, check and act upon food chain information” (Annex II, section III)

Regulation 854/2004 requires that the “official veterinarian is to verify that animals are not slaughtered unless the slaughterhouse operator has been provided with and checked relevant food chain information” (Annex I, Section II, Chapter III).

The transition rules for the Hygiene Regulations provided for the progressive introduction of FCI on a species by species basis, for poultry (2006), pigs (2008), horses (2009) and for cattle and sheep in 2010.

The Food Chain Information Documents

Based on the experience gained with FCI for other species and following consultation with all stakeholders, a declaration document has been designed that meets the requirement of the Regulations and also provides audit evidence of compliance. This is available at the following link: www.agriculture.gov.ie/foodchaininformation
The main FCI document (Cattle I- Form A) contains the principal declarations that should be made by the various FBOs as primary producers (farmers), hauliers and slaughterhouse operators respectively. Form B (on the second page) is available for the exceptional cases where additional FCI may need to be communicated by the farmer to the FBO in the slaughterhouse.

Primary Producer (Farmer):

· The farmer must complete his name, address, herd number and the number of animals in the consignment.

· S/he then signs and dates a series of declarations that comply with FCI requirements and which also declare that the animals are properly identified, are clean and comply with welfare requirements. The farmer also records the time of loading.

· This section does not require the farmer to supply the name of his private veterinary practitioner to the slaughter plant. However, this information must already have been communicated by the farmer to the slaughter plant.

· Should there be any information in relation to the health status of the animals or herd or region from which the animals come, the farmer can record this on Form B the of the Cattle I form.

Haulier:

· The haulier must declare that his vehicle is in a suitable condition for the transport of animals and that the animals are not injured to the extent that transport could cause them undue suffering.

Slaughter House Operator:

· This section allows the FBO to record the results of its checks and also the results of its determination of the hide category status of the animals that are being accepted. 

· The FCI form should be printed and distributed to farmer suppliers by each slaughterhouse. Individual FBOs in slaughterhouses may wish to customise the form to contain additional information as necessary to comply with commercial requirements.

TB Reactors; on-farm slaughtered animals; animals from Northern Ireland

TB Reactors travel on a permit, and so the relevant FCI is already available to both the slaughterhouse operator and DAFF. This means that it is not necessary to make changes to the FCI form in the case of TB reactors.
On-farm slaughtered animals must be accompanied by FCI. However, the existing FAWAC form supplies this information and no additional form is necessary.

Cattle from Northern Ireland must be accompanied by FCI. This can either be on the form described below or on the FCI document approved by the authorities in Northern Ireland. This is available at the following link http://www.food.gov.uk/northernireland/niregulation/niguidancenotes/fcicattlesheepgoats
Role of the Food Business Operator in the Slaughterhouse


The format of the FCI document is designed to assist the FBO to comply with both Section II (Objectives of HACCP-based Procedures) and Section III (Food Chain Information) of Annex II of Regulation 853/2004.

Section III requires the FBO not to accept consignments of animals onto its premises unless they are accompanied by FCI. However, if it decides to do so, the Official Veterinarian (OV) must be informed. The OV will make the final decision as to whether or not the animals can be slaughtered.

Point 2 of Section III has been amended to allow FCI to accompany animals (it is no longer required that FCI arrives 24 hours in advance of the animals).

The FBO must check the FCI that has been received, complete the third part of the FCI Form A and give the fully completed form to the OV.

FBOs should adjust their Cattle Intake SOP to take account of the need to receive and check the FCI and then make this available to the OV.

Role of the Veterinary Office

The role of the OV in relation to FCI is described at Chapter 11, Section II, Annex I of Regulation 854/2004 (Decisions concerning Food Chain Information).

Normally the FCI form will be included with either the cattle identity cards or the movement permit of the cattle in each consignment.

In general, ante-mortem will not be conducted on a consignment of animals until the OV has received a fully completed FCI form. 

In exceptional circumstances, an OV may decide to carry out ante-mortem examination and allow cattle to proceed to slaughter without having received FCI. All parts of these animals (meat and edible offals) must be held until the FCI arrives and is considered acceptable. Animal by-products must be classified as Category 1 (unless they can be held separately pending the arrival of FCI).

If FCI does not arrive within 24 hours of slaughter, the meat and edible offals must be declared unfit for human consumption.

When the consignment of animals has completed ante-mortem examination, the results of the checks carried out by the OV are recorded on an amended AIM printout. The OV signs and dates this document and it is then attached to the FCI form.

The forms for the day’s kill may be kept on file either by the veterinary office or by the FBO (once the OV is satisfied that Department personnel have ready access to these data).

A Veterinary Procedure Notice (VPN 10/2010) has issued to Veterinary Public Health Inspection Service staff in relation to these matters.
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