Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 23/2010

To All Food Business Operators at Approved Meat Establishments

Subject: Butcher shops purchasing Bone-in-beef containing SRM 

Slaughter plants that propose to send bone-in beef containing SRM to butcher shops must first ensure that those butcher shops have been specifically authorized to receive such meat.

Authorisation is granted under the European Communities (Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies) Regualtions 2009, (S.I. No. 291 of 2009)

“10A 

(1) A person shall not, in a butcher’s shop, sell or supply beef or a beef product containing specified risk material.

(2) A person shall not, in a butcher’s shop-

(a) remove the vertebral column from a bovine carcase or part of a bovine carcase, or

(b) have beef or a beef product containing specified risk material on the premises,

other than in accordance with an authorisation granted by the Health Service Executive or a local authority for the purposes of point 4.3 of  Annex V to the TSE Regulation”.

Further legislative background is contained in the Appendix to this notice.
A list of those butcher shops that have been authorized to receive bovine carcase meat containing SRM can be found at:

http://www.fsai.ie/uploadedFiles/Food_Business/SRM_approvals.pdf
Paul McKiernan

Meat Hygiene

1st July 2010

APPENDIX

Annex V of Regulation (EC) 999/2001 as amended relates to Specified Risk Material (SRM):

ANNEX V

SPECIFIED RISK MATERIAL

1. Definition of specified risk material

The following tissues shall be designated as specified risk material if they come from animals whose origin is in a Member State or third country or of one of their region with a controlled or undetermined BSE risk:

(a) as regards bovine animals:

(i) the skull excluding the mandible and including the brain and

eyes, and the spinal cord of animals aged over 12 months;

(ii) the vertebral column excluding the vertebrae of the tail, the

spinous and transverse processes of the cervical, thoracic and

lumbar vertebrae and the median sacral crest and wings of the

sacrum, but including the dorsal root ganglia, of animals aged

over 30 months; and

(iii) the tonsils, the intestines from the duodenum to the rectum and

the mesentery of animals of all ages……

3. Marking and disposal

Specified risk material shall be stained with a dye or, as appropriate, otherwise marked, immediately on removal, and disposed of in accordance with the provisions laid down in Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002, and in particular in Article 4(2) thereof.

4. Removal of specified risk material

4.1. Specified risk material shall be removed at:

(a) slaughterhouses, or, as appropriate, other places of slaughter;

(b) cutting plants, in the case of vertebral column of bovine animals;

(c) where appropriate, in intermediate plants referred to in Article 10 of Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002 or users and collection centres authorised and registered pursuant to Article 23(2)(c)(iv), (vi) and (vii) of Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002.

 4.3. By way of derogation from point 4.1, Member States may decide to allow:

(b) the removal of bovine vertebral column from carcasses or parts of

carcasses in butcher shops specifically authorised, monitored and

registered for this purpose;

11. Controls

11.1. Member States shall carry out frequent official controls to verify the correct

application of this Annex and shall ensure that measures are taken to avoid

any contamination, particularly in slaughterhouses, cutting plants or other

places where specified risk material is removed, such as butcher shops or

establishments referred in point 4.1 (c).

11.2. Member States shall in particular set up a system to ensure and check that

specified risk material is handled and disposed of in accordance with

Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 and Regulation (EC) No 1774/2002.

11.3. A control system shall be put in place for the removal of the vertebral

column as specified in point 1(a). The system shall include at least the

following measures:

(a) when removal of the vertebral column is not required, carcasses or

wholesale cuts of carcasses of bovine animals containing vertebral

column shall be identified by a clearly visible blue stripe on the

label referred to in Regulation (EC) No 1760/2000;

(b) specific information on the number of bovine carcasses or wholesale

cuts of carcasses, from which removal of the vertebral column is

required as well as the number where removal of the vertebral

column is not required, shall be added on the commercial document

relating to consignments of meat. When applicable, the specific information

shall be added to the document referred to in Article 2(1) of

Commission Regulation (EC) No 136/2004 (1) in the case of imports;

(c) butcher shops shall keep, for at least one year, the commercial

documents referred to in (b).

