MEAT HYGIENE SECTION

TRADER NOTICE REF. No: MHS 5/2007

TO: THE MANAGEMENT AT EACH BOVINE AND OVINE MEAT SLAUGHTER AND PROCESSING ESTABLISHMENT
Regulation (EC) No. 727/2007 of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Annexes I, III, VII and X of Regulation (EC) No.999/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council, laying down rules for the prevention, control and eradication of certain transmissible spongiform encephalopathies.
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The above Regulation of 26th June 2007 contains amendments to the TSE Regulation (EC) 999/2001 and is now in force. Your attention is drawn, in particular, to the following, at the bottom of the third page of the document:

"6.4 All parts of an animal found positive or inconclusive to the rapid test including the hide shall be disposed of in accordance with Article 4(2)(a) and (b) of Regulation (EC) 1774/2002... 

6.5 Where an animal slaughtered for human consumption is found positive or inconclusive to the rapid test, at least the carcase immediately preceding and the two carcasses immediately following the tested positive or inconclusive animal on the slaughter line shall be destroyed in accordance with point 6.4. By way of derogation, Member States may decide to destroy the aforementioned carcases only if the result of the rapid test is confirmed positive or inconclusive by confirmatory tests........"

The effect of these amendments is essentially that, where a rapid TSE test on a carcase gives an inconclusive result, the carcase must be treated as positive and all parts, including the hide must be destroyed as TSE positive material. 

Officers of the Department’s Veterinary Public Health Inspection Service have been advised that, in the case of an inconclusive rapid test, the preceding and two subsequent carcasses should be held, pending laboratory confirmation as to whether the inconclusive test proves to be positive or not.

In the event of any queries in regard to this notice, please contact your official veterinarian. 

Paul McKiernan 

Meat Hygiene

Department of Agriculture and Food

Grattan Business Park

Portlaoise.






26th September 2007.
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