Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 05/2010
To: All Approved Meat Establishments

Subject:  Certification Procedure for the Export of Beef to Switzerland.
Having regard to Trader Notice Number MP 01/2007 on the abolition of veterinary health certification requirements for exports of meat and meat products to Switzerland, I wish to clarify that exports of meat to Switzerland can normally take place on the same basis as exports to EU countries and need only be accompanied by a commercial document. There is an exception in the case of beef if the beef is being exported as "high quality beef" defined as follows:

High-Quality-Beef (Tariff numbers/Key 0201.2091-018 and 019, 0201.3091/018 and 019, 0202.2091/018 and 019, 0202.3091/018 and 019) 

To be eligible for import under these tariff lines the beef must meet the following criteria:

1. Minimum external white fat covering the rib eye muscle at the 10th rib of 0.4inch to 0.9 inch

2. Carcase weight of 273kg to 388kg

3. Minimum rib eye area at 10th rib 9 square inches

4. Maximum age 30 months, carcases have no visible ossification of cartilage butteria over tips of spinous process associated with the 1st through 11 th thoracic vertebrae

5. Minimum intermuscular fat intermingled in lean dorssi (rib eye) muscle at the 12th rib: equivalent to modest fat content of lean beef 6% minimum fat determined on a wet tissue basis (n.b. this does not apply to other muscles of a carcase)

6. Colour.  Lean meat is bright, cherry red colour at the time of cutting the carcase.

7. Fresh chilled cuts are at a temperature of less than 4oc when packed for shipment.
A special certificate is required for produce being exported under these tariff codes. Your official veterinarian should requisition these certificates through the normal requisition for certificates system as required from this Section.  VPN 1/2010 refers.
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