Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food

Trader Notice MH 05/2008 (Updated 21 May 8th, 20th  June and 5th August 2008 )

To: All Meat Establishments

Subject: Russian Federation rejection of meat imports from some European establishments

The European Commission has advised the Department that the Russian Federation has banned meat imports from several meat-processing facilities in other Member States. Russia’s Federal Veterinary and Phytosanitary Control Service, Rosselkhoznadzor, claims that antibiotic residues (tetracycline) and coccidiostatics (nicarbazin/dinitrocarbanilid) have been found in meat coming from these establishments.

Russian Federation laboratory testing now has a much greater capability for detection of residues at lower levels in products of animal origin. 

The Russian Federation have informed the EU of requirements of zero tolerance for products of animal origin that contain antibiotic residues (tetracycline) and coccidiostatics (nicarbazin/dinitrocarbanilid)  

Rosselkhoznadzor also returned a large meat shipment to its sender, saying it had not been properly recorded in a veterinary certificate. In one region, a refrigerator truck with frozen boneless beef was stopped and sent back to its country of origin. Inspectors found out that a portion of the meat bore labels stating the production date as November 2006, which meant its use-by date was December 2007, while the certificate supplementing the shipment indicated the production date as February 2008.

Food business operators are advised to ensure that product for export to the Russian Federation is compliant with all necessary requirements in order to avoid the possibility of goods being rejected, and of a resultant on-going ban being placed on product from an establishment. 

Offending establishments are likely to be removed from the approved list in the case of residue breaches. MRLs, the Russian Federation has now a zero tolerance for products of animal origin.
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