Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What sort of land qualifies for afforestation grants and premiums? 

A: Land under agricultural use which is suitable for forestry, and is found to be suitable from the environmental point of view.

Q: Are there mimimum plantation areas? 

A: A conifer plantation must not be less than 1 hectare and a broadleaf plantation must not be less than 0.1 hectare.

Q: What amount of grant will I receive? 

A: Afforestation Grants are based on cost and range from a maximum of €3,064 per hectare to €7,154 per hectare, depending on the tree species planted.

Q: What amount of premium will I receive? 

A: The premium regime differentiates between farmer and non-farmer. Farmers are eligible to annual premiums of €221.66 per hectare to €527.94 per hectare depending on species and size of plantation. Non-Farmers are eligible for annual premiums of €181.35 per hectare for conifers and €194.79 per hectare for broadleaves.

Q: For how long are premiums payable? 

A: Premiums are payable for 20 years in the case of farmers and for 15 years in the case of non-farmers, subject to maintenance of the plantation.

Q: Am I free to sell a grant-aided plantation? 

A: Yes, subject to certain conditions. A grant receipient must notify the Forest Service in advance, if he/she wishes to sell the plantation. If the sale proceeds the Minister may enter into an agreement with the new owner for the ongoing maintenance of the plantation, but reserves the right to seek repayment from the recipient of the grants and premiums in the absence of an agreement with the new owner.

