Nitrates Regulations and Derogation Arrangements 2008

Farmers should be planning now to make sure that they are complying with the Nitrates Regulations (the European Communities (Good Agricultural Practice for Protection of Waters) Regulations 2006).  

The Explanatory Handbook for Good Agricultural Practice Regulations was sent to farmers in 2006.  It contains helpsheets to assist farmers in calculating nitrogen (N) and phosphorus (P) production on their holdings and working out their fertiliser requirements for the year.  Farmers should plan their fertiliser use for 2008 as early in the year as possible to be sure of complying with the Regulations.

The Handbook, helpsheets and the Regulations themselves are also available on the Department’s website at www.agriculture.gov.ie, via the link Nitrates Information.  They can also be obtained from the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Environment Section, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co Wexford (phone 053–9163400).

Statements of Nitrogen and Phosphorus 

The Department will continue to give annual Nitrogen and Phosphorus Statements as a service to farmers.  However this year the Statements will now appear on Herd Profiles.  The annual Statement for 2007 will appear on Herd Profiles going out to farmers from 21st January.  Remember that the statement shows nitrogen and phosphorus produced by cattle only, farmers who have other livestock will have to calculate and add on their N and P production as shown in the Explanatory Handbook.
Derogation Applications 2008

Farmers need to decide now if they will need a derogation for 2008, allowing them to operate above the general limit of 170kg of organic N to the hectare but not above 250kg.  Farmers who intend to apply for a derogation must

· have a fertilisation plan which meets the Department’s requirements prepared and available on the holding by 1st March,

· apply to the Department for a derogation.

Farmers will be able to apply for a derogation on their 2008 Single Payment application form.  This means that the closing date for derogation applications in 2008 will be the same as the closing date for the Single Payment.

Farmers who need a derogation but are not applying for the Single Payment Scheme can get a separate derogation application form on the Department’s website or from the address below.  The closing date for these applications will also be the same as the closing date for the Single Payment.

No applications for derogations will be accepted after the closing date.

Derogation terms and conditions and templates for fertilisation plans and fertiliser accounts can be found on the Department’s website at www.agriculture.gov.ie, via the link Nitrates Information.  They can also be obtained from the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, Environment Section, Johnstown Castle Estate, Co Wexford (phone 053–9163400).

